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N THE LATTER PART of the twentieth century, a 
breakdown in the family occurred that had not 
previously been experienced.  Divorce rates, 
which had been roughly stable except for a 

brief period after World War II, began rising and are 
more than twice as high as forty years ago.  Many 
millions of children are victimized by the break-
up of their parents’ mar-
riages, and themselves 
grow up wary of commit-
ted relationships.  Each 
new break with the law 
of God has brought ad-
ditional havoc to the fam-
ily.  Not only divorce, but 
also contraception, cohab-
itation, and abortion have 
devastated marriage and 
the family.  A huge variety 
of social pathologies ex-
ist that seem to rise as the 
number of intact, stable, 
two-parent homes falls.  
And, although children 
may manage to develop 
into healthy, happy adult-
hood, more who might 
have done so, do not.  Yet 
there is a better way to 
create a home and raise 
children, to avoid these 
tragedies and rebuild the 
foundation of human so-
ciety.

What a Catholic Family 
Looks Like

In God’s plan, the fami-
ly is a community, founded 

upon the marital consent of the spouses, and the chil-
dren they bring into the world or adopt.  Marriage ex-
ists for the good of the spouses and for the procreation 
and education of the children with which God blesses 
them.  The education and nurturing of their children 
is the right, responsibility, and privilege of parents.  
With this wonderful privilege comes accountability 

to God for its responsible 
fulfillment.

The Catholic family, 
where the parents have 
the awesome responsi-
bility for sharing the first 
words and examples of 
faith in the family mem-
bers, is called a “domes-
tic church.”  The apostles 
speak of the nature of the 
relationship that should 
animate the members 
of this domestic church.  
Husbands and wives are 
to be “subject to one anoth-
er out of reverence for Christ” 
(Eph 5:21).  Wives are to 
“be submissive to your hus-
bands, so that some, though 
they do not obey the word, 
may be won without a word 
by the behavior of their wives, 
when they see your reverent 
and chaste behavior.  Let not 
yours be the outward adorn-
ing … but let it be the hid-
den person of the heart with 
the imperishable jewel of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which 
in God’s sight is very pre-
cious.…  Likewise you hus-
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bands, live considerately with your wives, bestowing honor 
on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of 
the grace of life, in order that your prayers may not be hin-
dered” (1 Pt 3:1-4, 7).  Wives are expected to be “well 
attested for her good deeds, as one who has brought up chil-
dren, shown hospitality, washed the feet of the saints, relieved 
the afflicted, and devoted herself to doing good in every way” 
(1 Tm 5:9-10).  Fathers are reminded not to “provoke 
your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph 
6:4) “lest they become discour-
aged” (Col 3:21), while chil-
dren are instructed to “obey 
your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right” (Eph 6:1) and 
to “make some return to their 
parents; for this is acceptable in 
the sight of God” (1 Tm 5:4).  
The ideal and goal that is 
described in Scripture is one of family harmony and 
gentleness, mutual self-giving out of love of God, par-
ents devoted to their children and children obedient to 
their parents, a warm welcome to the home for others, 
and service to those most in need in the community.

The relationship between husband and wife in a 
Catholic marriage is given supernatural life by the 
graces of the sacrament of Matrimony.  Their love 
and respect is mutual, and they give themselves unre-
servedly to each other in a bond so strong that it en-
ables weak human creatures to sustain the relation-
ship despite all hardships.  The children that come 
forth from their mutual self-giving are welcomed as 
gifts from the Creator.

As a communion of persons, the Catholic family re-
flects the union of the Holy Trinity, of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, and seeks to follow the 

example of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  The practice 
of prayer, reception of the sacraments, mutual and re-
peated forgiveness, gratitude and respect, and the cul-
tivation of holiness, gives the family its strength.  As 
a whole and through each of its members, the family 
experiences the joy of honest work, the unity that at-
tends upon prayer and familial worship of God, and 
the bonding and support that results from the love of 
parents for their children, and of children for their par-

ents and for their brothers 
and sisters.  The truly Cath-
olic family can and should 
have an impact on the so-
ciety in which it exists:  its 
example of stability, proper 
exercise of authority, and 
harmonious relationships 
are transferable to society 
at large to bolster the foun-

dations upon which freedom, security, and fraterni-
ty can flourish in the world community.  Society can 
learn from the family how to care for the young, the 
sick and the handicapped, the old and the impover-
ished.  Finally, the Catholic family has an evangelizing 
and missionary purpose.  The children are taught by 
example and word the truths and virtues that will be 
carried forward into the generations to follow, to pass 
on the faith in Jesus Christ that they themselves re-
ceived, and to help bring the world to that faith.

Raising Catholic Children

Before God, before themselves, and before soci-
ety, a husband and wife as parents in a family have 
awesome and indispensable responsibilities.  First, 
they must know that they live not with but for each 
other; for happiness here and hereafter.  They are 

“Parents are to nurture and  
form their children’s will and 

conscience, gently and steadily 
showing them how to turn away  
from sin and choose the good.”
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responsible for living in 
such a way as to assure 
that they will be forev-
er together in Heaven.  
They have a reciprocal 
responsibility for each 
other’s sanctity and salva-
tion.  To fulfill this obli-
gation of mutual love and 
to provide the proper en-
vironment for wholesome 
Catholic living, parents 
establish a home charac-
terized by respect, ten-
derness, fidelity, forgive-
ness, and self-sacrificing 
service.  In this Catholic home, virtue can grow, for 
it is fostered by self-denial, solicitude, and just judg-
ment as well as by a spirit of faith through which the 
things of God are given priority over the lesser things 
of daily concern.

Children encounter God’s love first through the 
love their parents show them and each other.  Parents 
also need to begin, very early, to tell and teach their 
children the story of God’s overflowing love for all hu-
man beings, God’s care for each of us, and our eternal 
destiny to live within the divine family of the Trinity.

The whole paradigm for Catholic family life 
should be one of forming disciples.  Parents, as Cath-
olic adults, must not only constantly strive to form 
their consciences more perfectly, but also help their 
children to form their consciences so that they might 
make correct choices when faced with decisions in 
their lives. Parents can follow the pattern laid out for 
them by Holy Mother Church towards her children —  
that is, all Catholics.  In answering the question, 
“How does the Church parent us?,” Catholic parents 
can develop principles and expectations for how they 
ought to bring their children up in holiness as well.

Unlike the attitudes common in our society that 
children’s wills either need no formation at all or are 
to be broken in order for them to behave, a Catholic 
understanding of the human will is that our wills have 
already been weakened and wounded by sin, but that 
we still reflect the image and likeness of God.  Par-
ents are to nurture and form their children’s will and 
conscience, gently and steadily showing them how to 
turn away from sin and choose the good in any situ-
ation while always respecting their great dignity as 
human beings.  Just as the Lord does for each of us, 
parents also should reach down to their children’s lev-
el of understanding and ability, meeting their needs so 

they learn trust and love.  
From this place, parents 
can slowly and patiently 
build in their children a 
desire and firm capacity 
for holiness that will stay 
with them through their 
whole life.

To this end, children 
need to learn, very early 
in life, that human nature 
is prone to sin, and that 
each of us needs the sal-
vation that Jesus earned 
for us on the cross.  They 
need to learn that they 

must seek God’s grace, and that God has given them 
a free will so that they can freely choose the good, 
but that their free will can lead them to bad as well 
as to good choices.  They need to learn that they can 
repent of wrongdoing and that God’s forgiveness is, 
like Daddy’s, always extended to a son or daughter 
who sincerely repents of sin and wants to become 
better.  They need to learn that we are perfected 
within our communities — that no one can live out-
side God’s family and be all they were meant to be, 
and that salvation comes from love of neighbor as 
well as love of God.  They need to learn that God 
gave us his Church to help us to attain salvation, and 
that Heaven is not a place “in the clouds” where we 
all “get angel wings,” but is our true home where we 
can be enveloped in the wondrous family life of God.  
All this they need to understand, in an age-appropri-
ate way, by the time they attain the age of reason and 
discretion (about six to eight years old), and repeat-
edly taught, with more depth, as they mature.

Although by Baptism God is present in the child, 
the child is not at first aware of God; it is the parents’ 
responsibility to accomplish this.  Baptism instills the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity.  These 
virtues make it possible for parents to nurture their 
children’s understanding of their wonderful, unique, 
and irreplaceable place in God’s plan of salvation; 
their belief in the marvelous truths about God and 
themselves; their own hope for salvation; and their 
ability to love others because they see Jesus in each 
of them.  In doing so, parents should not merely be 
telling “Bible stories” to their children, but commu-
nicating their own joyous acceptance of God’s Rev-
elation and its meaning to them, so that their children 
make this the center of their own lives. 

There are four important elements of religious ed-

“Children must be taught how  
to respect the presence of God.”
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ucation for children that ideally should begin during 
their preschool years.  First, children must learn to pray.  
Through their own prayer life, parents teach the place 
of prayer in their children’s lives.  Children join par-
ents in prayer when rising, before meals, and before 
going to sleep.  Even small children can memorize the 
Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, and the Hail Mary.  
In addition, children can understand the concept of 
personal, spontaneous prayer much better than most 
adults think, for won-
der at the unseen world 
is at its peak in young 
children.  Children have 
no problem believing in 
Santa Claus and in writ-
ing letters to let him know 
what they desire, and par-
ents can capitalize on the 
same impulse to turn their 
children’s minds toward 
the most wondrous mys-
teries of all.

To promote the sense 
of holiness in the home, 
the Catholic family can 
set up, with the help and 
suggestions of the chil-
dren, a sacred space or 
corner with a crucifix, a 
Bible, possibly a picture or statue of Jesus, Mary, or 
a saint, and, if desirable, votive lights.  This sacred 
space reminds all in the household of God’s pres-
ence in the family and in their individual lives.  Oth-
er ways to sanctify the home include crucifixes in the 
bedrooms, religious art, and holy-water fonts, creat-
ing an environment that promotes prayer and the fre-
quent remembrance of God.

A Catholic calendar allows the family to be aware 
of approaching feasts.  Children’s imagination and cre-
ativity can be drawn upon to prepare for feasts such 
as Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.  Advent wreaths 
and Advent calendars heighten the awareness of all 
family members to the coming of the Babe of Bethle-
hem.  Children can be taught very early to pray more, 
practice voluntary penances, and give alms during 
Lent.  Even Halloween — which in reality commem-
orates the Feast of All Saints (“All Hallows”) — and 
Thanksgiving lend themselves to the creating of God-
centered family traditions.  Children can be encour-
aged to create and care for an outdoor shrine to the 
Blessed Virgin or a special saint.  Family outings can 
include pilgrimages to churches and shrines.

Second, children must learn to worship in community —  
that is, to participate in liturgy.  While Mass may 
be difficult for infants and toddlers, parents should 
bring children to Mass from infancy.  Going to Mass 
on Sundays, holy days, and other occasions should 
be made a matter of utmost importance and antici-
pation; cleanliness and proper dress for all should be 
emphasized.  Children must be taught how to respect 
the presence of God in church and what is expect-

ed of them, regardless of 
unacceptable behavior 
around them.  Even the 
youngest can appreciate 
that something very spe-
cial is happening during 
the consecration, and can 
be kept occupied with 
age-appropriate picture 
books of the Mass, Bible 
stories, and lives of the 
saints.  Children should 
be taught specifically 
the meaning and impor-
tance of the liturgy; that 
our bodies as well as our 
hearts, minds, and souls 
need to worship God; and 
that worship is a commu-
nity, not a solo, action.  

They need to experience the world as it really is,  not 
just the material world we can see, hear, and touch, 
but also the transcendent reality of God for which all 
human hearts are made.  Liturgy points to and actu-
ally makes us present at the Heavenly worship and 
is a foretaste of that worship; it is an encounter with 
the living God. 

Third, children must learn Catholic attitudes as a 
foundation for later instruction in virtue and doc-
trine.  Among these attitudes are the following:

1)  A sense of the sacred — that some events (such 
as Mass), objects (such as the Bible, crucifixes, 
vestments), and people (such as priests) are set 
apart for holy use.

2)  A sense of family — that their family is a spe-
cial collection of people, that their parish is an 
extended family, that every human is a brother 
or sister and that some need special help.  Pope 
John Paul II reminded us that “God in his 
deepest mystery is not a solitude, but a family” 
(meeting with Latin American bishops, Pueblo, 
Mexico, 1979) — not like a family, but truly a 
family, so that we should see our human fami-

“The Catholic family shows us  
the priesthood of the laity  

in a domestic church.”
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lies as a foretaste of the family for which we are 
made, God’s divine family.

3)  A sense of the good — that God created the 
world and all that is in it, and pronounced it 
good; that God created human beings to know, 
love, and do good; that in becoming human, 
Jesus elevated humanity with him; that there 
is a right way to appreciate and use all the won-
derful things of the world; and that we must 
offer praise, thanksgiving, and gratitude for all 
that comes from God.  

4)  A love of truth — that God, who is Truth, cre-
ated an objective truth that can be known and 
understood, and that truth should be searched 
out and held fast; that a fulfilling life comes 
from knowledge of and assent to the truth, for 
God gave it to us because, as a loving father and 
mother know and provide for their children’s 
needs, he in his superabundant love knows that 
this is what we need. 

5)  A sense of service, selflessness, and blessing, 
which flows from the theological virtue of char-
ity; that in following Jesus we selflessly devote 
our lives to serving others and become a bless-
ing to them, and thereby become what we were 
created to be.

6)  A sense of hope — that in the midst of suffer-
ing, immorality, and social breakdown, we can 
trust in God and his promises and face our fu-
ture with confidence.

Fourth, parents need to help their children to learn 
to avoid and resist sin.  By the age of discretion, chil-
dren should already have begun their lifelong effort 
to cooperate with God’s grace in mastering their will.  
This is most fully accomplished through the sacra-
mental life — the regular reception of the Lord in 
the Eucharist and in his forgiveness in the sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  Instruction in virtue must be ac-
companied by appropriate discipline, which itself 
is a manifestation of divine love, for “the Lord disci-
plines him whom he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives” (Heb 12:6).  Parental neglect in this area is 
especially grave, as our Lord says: “whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better 
for him to have a great millstone fastened round his neck and 
to be drowned in the depth of the sea” (Mt 18:5-6).

As children approach adulthood, parents must 
work to ensure that family piety and devotions are 
transformed into genuine, deep faith, for otherwise 
as the children move into the larger society as teens 
and adults, their rootless faith will wither.  Parents 
need especially to guard their children from the mod-

ern dismantling of faith.  For today’s society, “belief” 
is a purely secular concept and lacks any relevance 
to God’s Revelation or objective truth.  In addition, 
modern culture places a great premium on belief of 
any kind, without regard to the content of what’s be-
lieved.  God’s Revelation in its awesome wholeness 
needs to be preserved and transmitted to children so 
that they can receive what is rightfully theirs as ad-
opted children of God.

The important thing in the family is to place pri-
ority on almighty God.  In our thoughts, our words, 
our deeds and aspirations, he is paramount:  “seek 
first his Kingdom and his righteousness” (Mt 6:33).  
Everything then falls into proper perspective, pro-
viding guidance and support in the solution to the 
inevitable difficulties that accompany life in our sin-
laden world.  Establishment of God as an integral 
part of family life helps parents choose the proper 
kind of schooling for their children and to give ju-
dicious advice when they confront the choice of a 
career and way of life.  For “what does [God] de-
sire?  Godly offspring” (Mal 2:15) who will respond 
to God’s call in their lives. 

The Catholic family shows us, as is evident no-
where else, the priesthood of the laity in a domes-
tic church.  It shows us the mystery of Holy Mother 
Church forever united to her Head, Jesus of Nazareth 
and the Holy Family.  The beauty, splendor, and love 
of the Trinity is manifest in the earthly Catholic fam-
ily, which can, with the Psalmist, rejoice:  “Blessed is ev-
ery one who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways!  You shall 
eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be happy, 
and it shall be well with you.  Your wife will be like a fruitful 
vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots 
around your table.  Lo, thus shall the man be blessed who fears 
the Lord.  The Lord bless you from Zion!  May you see the 
prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life!  May you see 
your children’s children!  Peace be upon Israel!” (Ps 128).

(CCC 1652-1653, 1656-1657, 2201-2208, 2214-
2217, 2219, 2221-2230, 2232-2233, 2685, 2691)

The Catholic Family — Page 5


	WELCOME PAGE
	SEARCH
	HELP
	INTRODUCTION
	Title Page
	Copyright
	Dedication
	General Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Abbreviations for Books of the Bible
	Table of Contents for Doctrines and Special Topics

	QUESTIONS ABOUT CD USE
	Questions About CD Use

	DOCTRINES
	Part I: Introduction
	Angels
	Anointing of the Sick
	Aspects of Prayer
	Attributes of God
	Baptism
	The Battle of Prayer
	The Beatitudes
	Beauty
	The Blessed Trinity
	Can the Bible be Taken Literally?
	The Catholic Family
	Celibacy for the Sake of the Kingdom
	Chastity and Modesty
	The Christian Meaning of Freedom
	The Christian Meaning of Suffering
	Christian Meditation
	The Church is Apostolic
	The Communion of Saints
	Confession to a Human Being
	Confirmation
	The Consecrated Life: Living Vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience
	Continual Conversion and Penance
	Conversion to Jesus Christ
	The Covenants of God with Us
	The Deposit of Faith
	Deuterocanonical Books of the Old Testament
	Did Jesus Always Know He Was God?
	Did Jesus Have to Suffer and Die?
	The Dignity and Vocation of Women
	The Disciple of Christ
	Divine Revelation
	Does God Exist?
	Errors of Modern Culture
	The Eucharist
	Evangelization
	The Five Doctrines on Mary
	Forgiveness
	The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell
	The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	God the Creator
	God the Father
	God’s Justice, God’s Love
	God’s Law
	God’s Plan of Salvation
	Good Works
	Grace and Conversion
	Grace
	The Heights of Prayer: Contemplation
	Holiness and Joy
	Holy Orders
	The Holy Spirit
	Honoring our Parents
	In Persona Christi: The Concept Explained
	The Incarnation
	Indulgences
	Infallibility: God’s Perfect Gift to His Imperfect Church
	Infant Baptism
	Introduction to Prayer
	Jesus: Our Exemplar in Prayer
	Jesus, the Unexpected Messiah
	Jesus: The Way,The Truth, and The Life
	Justification
	The Kingdom of God
	Light and Fire
	The Light of Conscience
	Liturgy: An Introduction
	Made in His Image
	The Magisterium
	Male and Female He Made Them
	Marriage, Sexuality, and Contraception
	Martyrdom
	Mary, the New Eve
	Matrimony
	Miracles: Proof of Christ ’s Claims
	Mother of God and Our Mother
	The Mystery of Evil
	Mystical Body of Christ
	Natural Law
	The New Heavens and the New Earth: The Real Rapture
	Once Saved, Always Saved?
	One, Holy, Catholic…
	Original Sin
	The Paschal Mystery
	People of God
	Praying to Mary: Idolatry or the Will of God?
	The Precepts of the Church
	The Priesthood of the Faithful
	Profanity
	Providence
	Purgatory
	The Real Presence
	Reconciliation
	Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament
	Responding to the Great Mysteries
	Resurrection of the Body
	Resurrection
	The Sabbath and Sunday Worship
	The Sacramental Economy
	Sacramental Living
	Sacraments: God Uses the Material World to Sanctify Us
	Sacred Scripture
	Sacred Tradition
	The Sanctity of Human Life
	The Second Coming of Christ
	Separated Brethren
	Servant of the Servants of God: St. Peter and His Successors in the Life of the Church
	The Seven Deadly Sins
	Social Teaching of the Church
	Spirit and Matter
	Stealing, Lying, Cheating
	Temptation
	The Touch of Jesus
	True God and True Man
	Types of Prayer
	Typology: The Sacraments of Initiation and the Bible
	Veneration of Holy Images: Idolatry?
	Viaticum
	The Virtue of Charity
	The Virtue of Faith
	The Virtue of Hope
	Virtuous Living
	What is a Sacramental Marriage?
	What is Sin?
	Women and the Priesthood
	Works of Mercy

	SPECIAL TOPICS
	Part II: Introduction
	Advent
	Amen
	Apparitions
	Canon Law
	Canonization of Saints
	The Catholic Funeral
	The Chrism Mass
	Creed
	Daily Examination of Conscience
	Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
	Examination of Conscience
	Helps in Using the Sacrament of Reconciliation
	History of the Church
	History of the Mass
	The Holy Rosary
	Holy Week
	Lent: The Period of Purification and Enlightenment
	Liturgical Vocabulary List
	The Liturgical Year: An Annual Cycle of the Mysteries of Christ, Mary, and the Saints
	The Liturgy of the Hours
	The Lord’s Prayer
	Mass of Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood
	Novenas
	Our Lady of Guadalupe
	The Parts of the Mass
	Sacramentals
	The San Damiano Cross
	The Sign of the Cross
	Solemnity of All Saints - November 1
	Solemnity of Easter
	Solemnity of Pentecost
	Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
	Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - August 15
	Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God - January 1
	Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception - December 8
	Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord - December 25
	The Stations of the Cross
	Structure of the Bible
	Titles, Terms, Ministries
	Well-Known Catholic Prayers
	What is a Rite?

	PSALMS AND CANTICLES
	Part III: Introduction
	Index of Sources for Sung Psalm and Canticle Refrains
	Psalm 1
	Psalm 5
	Psalm 6
	Psalm 8
	Psalm 9
	Psalm 10
	Psalm 12
	Psalm 16
	Psalm 17
	Psalm 18
	Psalm 19
	Psalm 20
	Psalm 22A
	Psalm 22B
	Psalm 23
	Psalm 24
	Psalm 25
	Psalm 26
	Psalm 27
	Psalm 28
	Psalm 30
	Psalm 31
	Psalm 32
	Psalm 33
	Psalm 34
	Psalm 36
	Psalm 37
	Psalm 39
	Psalm 40
	Psalm 42
	Psalm 45
	Psalm 46
	Psalm 47
	Psalm 50
	Psalm 51
	Psalm 53
	Psalm 57
	Psalm 61
	Psalm 62
	Psalm 63
	Psalm 65
	Psalm 66
	Psalm 67
	Psalm 68
	Psalm 69
	Psalm 72
	Psalm 78A
	Psalm 78B
	Psalm 84
	Psalm 85
	Psalm 86
	Psalm 88
	Psalm 89
	Psalm 91
	Psalm 93
	Psalm 95
	Psalm 96
	Psalm 97
	Psalm 98
	Psalm 99
	Psalm 100
	Psalm 102A
	Psalm 102B
	Psalm 103A
	Psalm 103B
	Psalm 104A
	Psalm 104B
	Psalm 110
	Psalm 111
	Psalm 112
	Psalm 113
	Psalm 115
	Psalm 116
	Psalm 118
	Psalm 119A
	Psalm 119B
	Psalm 119C
	Psalm 121
	Psalm 122
	Psalm 127
	Psalm 128
	Psalm 130
	Psalm 133
	Psalm 135
	Psalm 136
	Psalm 138
	Psalm 139
	Psalm 140
	Psalm 141
	Psalm 145
	Psalm 146
	Psalm 147
	Psalm 148
	Psalm 149
	Psalm 150
	Isaiah 12
	The Magnificat
	Philippians 2
	Colossians 1

	LITANIES AND PRAYERS
	Part IV: Introduction
	LITANIES
	Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	Litany for Holy Communion
	Litany of the Holy Spirit
	Litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
	Litany of the Sacred Heart
	Litany of the Saints
	Litany of Saint Joseph

	OTHER PRAYERS
	The Angelus (Angel of the Lord)
	Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven)
	The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
	The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary
	Pentecost Sequence
	Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction


	LIVES OF SAINTS
	Part V: Introduction
	Index of Saints Alphabetically
	Index of Saints by Feast Day
	Index of Saints by Categories
	St. Alphonsus Liguori
	Bl. André Bessette
	St. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions
	St. Andrew Kim Taegon and Companions
	St. Ann Wang and Companions
	St. Anthony of Padua
	St. Athanasius
	St. Augustine of Hippo
	St. Benedict of Nursia
	St. Bernadette Soubirous
	St. Bernard of Clairvaux
	St. Catherine Labouré
	St. Catherine of Siena
	St. Charles Lwanga and Companions
	St. Clare of Assisi
	St. Dominic de Gúzman
	St. Dominic Savio
	St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
	St. Elizabeth of Hungary
	St. Faustina Kowalska
	St. Frances of Rome
	St. Francis de Sales
	St. Francis of Assisi
	St. Francis Xavier
	Bl. Francisco and Bl. Jacinta Marto
	St. Gertrude the Great
	St. Gianna Beretta Molla
	St. Gregory the Great
	St. Ignatius of Antioch
	St. Ignatius of Loyola
	St. Irenaeus of Lyons
	Sts. Isaac Jogues, John de Brébeuf, and Companions
	St. John Bosco
	Ven. John Henry Newman
	St. John Neumann
	St. John of God
	St. John the Baptist
	St. John the Evangelist
	St. John Vianney
	St. Josemaria Escrivá de Balauer
	St. Joseph
	St. Josephine Bakhita
	St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
	Bl. Junipero Serra
	Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
	St. Katharine Drexel
	St. Leo the Great
	St. Louis de Montfort
	Ven. Louis and Zélie Martin
	St. Margaret Clitherow
	St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
	Bl. Margaret of Castello
	St. Margaret of Scotland
	St. Maria Goretti
	St. Martin de Porres
	St. Mary Magdalene
	St. Maximilian Kolbe
	Bl. Miguel Pro
	St. Monica
	St. Patrick
	St. Paul Miki and Companions
	St. Paul the Apostle
	Sts. Perpetua, Felicity, and Companions
	St. Peter Claver
	St. Peter the Apostle
	Ven. Pierre Toussaint
	St. Pio of Pietrelcina
	St. Teresa Benedicta
	Bl. Teresa of Calcutta
	St. Teresa of Ávila
	St. Thomas Aquinas
	St. Thomas More
	St. Thomas the Apostle
	St. Thérèse of Lisieux
	St. Vincent de Paul

	CONVERSION STORIES
	Part VI: Introduction
	A Future and a Hope - Joe Allison
	Going Through the Door - Anonymous
	Not Obligated, but Freely Choosing - Anonymous
	From Bible Anarchy - Doug Beasley
	Waiting for the Invitation - Paul Bennet
	In Mary's Womb - Andre Bolster
	Come Home, for to This You Were Born - Dana Braultpdf
	God Will Reveal His Plan to Us - Anne Brauner
	Little Mary and My Trinity of Friends - Shari Deeb
	God Cares Specifically About Me - Julie Eddy
	Many Apostles Bring Me to the Church - Jim Ensley
	Finding the Desire of My Heart - Fr. Ed Fride
	Seeing the Love of God - Anne Foy
	Mary By My Side - Jame M. Herbert
	Happily Ever After - Heather Keimig
	Lost and Then Found - Stephanie Nemecek
	Finding the Truth, Finding My God - Eric Pavlat
	Beacon of the Catholic Faith - Debbie Plescia
	A Gentle, Guiding Hand - Brenda Randall
	Joy, Freedom, and Ecstasy - Steve Ray
	Accepting Jesus as God and Lord - Jim Safford
	Ready to Accept Christ into My Life - Randy Shaw
	Starving for the Eucharist - Martha Tonn
	My friend is Jesus - Stephen Westmoreland
	Have Mercy on Me, Lord - Belinda Wickham

	SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
	Part VII: Introduction
	Discussion Questions

	CITATION INDEXES
	Index of Citations to Sacred Scripture for the Doctrines and Special Topics
	Index of Doctrinal and Special Topics Titles Matched to the Catechism of the Catholic Church

	CATECHIST'S MANUAL CROSS REFERENCE
	Use of Cross References


