Above all, I urge the members
of the Church to take up the

—F Lenten journey with
i ‘ enthusiasm, sustained by

I_I \ — The fire of Easter
=i

almsgiving, fasting and prayer.

If, at times, the flame of charity

seems to die in our own hearts,
- know that this is never the case
~in the heart of God! He
- constantly gives us a chance to
begin loving anew. .. During the
Easter Vigil, we will celebrate
once more the moving rite of
the lighting of the Easter
candle. Drawn from the “new
fire”, this light will slowly
overcome the darkness and
illuminate the liturgical
assembly. “May the light of
Christ rising in glory dispel the
- darkness of our hearts and
inds”, and enable all of us to
- relive the experience of the
~ disciples on the way to
Emmaus. By listening to God’s
word and drawing
nourishment from the table of
- the Eucharist, may our hearts
be ever more ardent in faith,
hope and love.

With affection and the promise
of my prayers for all of you, I

- send you my blessing. Please do
not forget to pray for me.

Message of the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
or Lent 2018, February 6, 2018
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